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2Timothy 3:1-7 
“You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult 
times. For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful 
and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will 
consider nothing sacred. They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander 
others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. They 
will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure 
rather than God. They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could 
make them godly. Stay away from people like that! They are the kind who work 
their way into people’s homes and win the confidence of vulnerable women who 
are burdened with the guilt of sin and controlled by various desires. (Such women 
are forever following new teachings, but they are never able to understand the 
truth.)” 
2 Timothy 3:1-7 NLT 
 
 
SYNOPSES:  
Difficult times 
Proud 
Scoffing at God 
Disobedient to parents 
Ungrateful 
Nothing sacred 
Unloving and unforgiving 
Slanderous 
No self-control 
Reckless 
Prideful 
Only act religious 



Choose pleasure rather than God 
Reject the power of God 
 
A. 81% of persons surveyed say they are concerned about DECLINING moral  
behavior in our nation!!! 
 
B. What ought be the church’s response to such thinking??? 
 
 
1Corinthians 14:8 
“And if the bugler doesn’t sound a clear call, how will the soldiers know they are 
being called to battle?” 
1 Corinthians 14:8 NLT 
 
1Corinthians 14:8 is speaking to the issue of tongues, but a principle can be  
 
gleaned for broader usage. The church must be clear in its clarion call to holiness  
 
and righteousness. 
 
 
RECENT SURVEYS ON MORAL ISSUES 
 
A. 70% believe divorce is ok 
B. 73% believe sex between unmarried couples is ok 
C. 69% believe gay and lesbians couples is ok 
D. 68% believe gambling is ok 
E. 67% believe having children outside of wedlock is ok 
F. 54% believe doctor assisted suicide is ok 
G. 46 % believe changing genders is ok 
H. Many believe that polygamy, sex between teens, and extra-marital affairs  
are ok 
 
 
Such omissions or beliefs are but a cry for the TRUTH. Only the church has the 
power and courage to tackle such weighty matters present within our society. The 



time for a clear and clarion sound, or words from God, can provide a clear path 
forward in the midst of spiritual cloudiness if not darkness. 
 
 
Rev. Thurmond Coleman Sr.—Gems From The Study—HOW DO CHURCHES DIE? 
 
A CHURCH WILL DIE WHEN: 
 

1. It is more concerned with buildings, budgets, and bodies, than with 
benevolence. (Galatians 6:10) 

 

1. It is concerned with the traditions of men instead of the truth of God. 
(Matthew 15:3, 9; John 8:32) 

 

1. It is more concerned with programs than with people. (1Corinthians 13:1-
13) 

 

1. It is more concerned with what it keeps than with what it gives. 
(2Corinthians 8:1-7) 

 

1. It is more concerned with land than with love.(Acts 4:34; 5:5) 

 

1. It is more concerned with what is fashionable instead of what is faithful. 
(Romans 12:1-2) 

 

1. It is more concerned about the accumulation of fortune instead of the 
action of fellowship.(2John 9-11; 3John 4-8) 



 

1. It is concerned with the methods of men instead of the mercy of God. 
(Matthew 23:23-27) 

 

1. It is concerned with saving face instead of saving faith. (James 2:1-26) 

 

1. It is concerned with fussing and friction instead of friendliness and 
forgiveness. (Galatians 5:15-26) 

 

1. It is concerned with being sensational and dynamic instead of being sound 
and disciplines. (2Corinthians 10:1-7) 

 

1. It is concerned with heaping up instead of helping out. (Matthew 6:19-20; 
25:31-46) 

 

1. It is concerned with a religion of worldly, pompous ceremony, instead of 
one based on a proper relationship with Christ. (Matthew 23:1-39) 

 

1. It is concerned at picking at one another instead of praying for one another. 
(Luke 15:21-32; James 2:14-17; 5:16) 

 

1. It is concerned more with holding back than with reaching out. (Matthew 
28:18-20) 

 



ANY HEALTHY BODY OUGHT BE GROWING. 
 
A. A healthy church is growing SPIRITUALLY. 
 
B. Spiritual growth will lead to HEALTHY numerical growth. (Godly addition) 
 
Acts 2:46-47 
“So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising 
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily 
those who were being saved.” 
Acts 2:46-47 NKJV 
 
 
C. Please do not confuse SWELLING with healthy growth. (human  
phenomena) 
 
John 12:32 
“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”” 
John 12:32 NKJV 
 
LET THE CHURCH NOT BE GUILTY OF REFLECTING THE WORLD AND ITS METHODS. 
RATHER, MAY WE BE FOUND IMITATING JESUS IN OUR CARRYING FORTH THE 
GOSPEL—TO CLAIM AND RECLAIM THE COMMUNITIES AROUND US!!! 
 
 

 


